On the other hand, the duration is likely to be much longer if the fibrosis is limited, and if the patient is young, and therefore able to adapt himself better, as he grows up, to the abnormal pulmonary conditions. The average duration of the Guy's Hospital series of cases was 12 years, and many of these patients were still living at the time when the statistics were worked out. In three cases that I have under observation the durations have been 22, 39, and 55 years, and the first two of these patients are still able to work and earn their livings, while the third was so until three years ago.
The diagnosis of fibroid lung is far from easy in its earlier stages, though not so difficult when the condition has persisted for many years. It can never be made from the physical signs and symptoms alone. In the earlier stages, while the fibrosis is in process of becoming complete and the patient is still debilitated and barely free from slight feverish attacks or dyspncea, the resemblance to pulmonary tuberculosis will be close, particularly if the fibrosis affects one of the apices. The 
